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The Lord has been giving us a renewed focus on prioritizing His presence above all else—as individuals and as a church body.

By way of review

There is a difference between the omnipresence of God and the manifest presence of God.

 Omnipresence means that God is everywhere. 

Manifest presence is when we become aware of His presence in a tangible way. 

Are we hungry for the manifest presence of God in our midst!

How can we actively become more aware of God’s presence? 

In our last session I outlined the importance of setting aside focused quality time in God’s presence daily

I understand that it sounds so basic—and it is—

but there are times when we need to go back to the basics. 

There is no substitute for daily investing time in God’s presence. 
Jesus made this a consistent practice during His earthly ministry: 

Luke 5:16  “So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed”.
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The words that stand out to me here are “often withdrew”. 

Jesus was in “high demand.” 

People were coming from all over the area to hear his teaching,

to be healed of diseases, and be set free from evil spirits. 

Yet, in all the business, He intentionally withdrew from everything and everyone in order to be alone with the Father. 

And Jesus did this on a regular basis.

I encourage you to have set aside time for being alone with God, 
worship Him, meditate on His Word, 

lift up prayers to Him, listen for His voice, and just rest in His presence. 

Don’t do it out of legalism, but out of hunger for His presence and a genuine desire to know Him more fully. 

It may take discipline, but it is not about discipline; it is about relationship.

I have seen personally, that I experience God’s presence when I prioritize God’s presence. 
John Paul Jackson once said  “what you focus on you empower”

Meaning what you focus on you make room for or give power to it
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 James 4:8 is absolutely true: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” .
In this next session we want to  take a look at John the Baptist 

Jesus said, “Among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist.”

 The angel told his father, Zacharias, that John would be filled with the Holy Spirit from the womb and that he would move in the spirit and power of Elijah.

Read John 1:32-34 NIV
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.
 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”[
The Holy Spirit revealed to John the Baptist that the One who John would see the Holy Spirit descend upon would be the Messiah. 
 John later witnessed this with his own eyes at Jesus’ baptism. 
John 1:29 NKJV
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
 Now jumping forward in time
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read in Luke 7:18-28 NKJV
18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things.  (Speaking about things Jesus was doing)

19 And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?”

20 When the men had come to Him (Jesus), they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’” 
 21 And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.

22 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them.  
23 And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”
Herod has imprisoned John in the awful, putrid dark dungeon for days upon end with no relief, 

 John sent his disciples to ask Jesus if He was indeed the Coming One or if they should look for another?  

Can you picture this ?…
 John the Baptizer, who was called the forerunner to Jesus, who was 
filled from the womb with the Holy Spirit, 
now falling prey to thoughts of  doubt and despair!!
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John’s entire life was lived out preparing the way for the coming of the Messiah.

  John lived his calling to the fullest. 
Now in his current circumstances in prison, the enemy began to project thoughts of doubt into Johns mind

Thoughts like, Are you sure Jesus is the messiah?  

John are you sure Jesus is the Lamb of God?

John you are in prison are you sure Jesus is the Coming one?

Prison can be a very difficult dark place with lots of time for thinking
 I really love what John did!  
There are 2 routes I would like to take off these verses

The first route is 

We should all follow John’s example 

When attacked by doubt- 
What did John do?

He sought out Truth. 
John sent 2 of his disciples to Jesus asking for confirmation of “are you the one”
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In John 14:6 NIV Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
John actually sent his disciples to Mr Truth himself  
The answer came back and it confirmed what John had originally believed and was trying hard to hang on to

Truth always sets us free. 

You can imprison a body but not the spirit. 

it’s the truth that will set us free, as long as we know the truth-
When our circumstances become difficult 

and answers to our prayers are not in sight.  

What do we do?
We must stand on the truth found in scripture by faith and seek Mr. Truth himself.
John the Baptist is an excellent example for us to seek Truth when circumstances around us or projected thoughts cause us to doubt.
How we respond in times of doubt are of the highest importance to us

 In order to maintain the presence of God in our lives.  

God watches to see how we respond in our darkest hours, 

 Will we respond to Him the light, who is invisible, 
or yield to the visible around us. 
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The second route I would like to share on this doubt question

This might be better taught in the next session

But since we are already on John the Baptist 

I will include it here

John is in prison and he sends a delegation to Jesus asking for confirmation “are you the one or should we be looking for another”

The most famous example of asking for confirmation is of course Gideon  in Judges 6: 36-37

Judges 6:36-37 NIV

36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised— 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.”
Back in Jades 6:17, Gideon had already asked for a sign to confirm or to make sure that it was really God speaking to him.

Now here in 36-37 Gideon asks for another sign to see if this really is true

God is ok with this second request and grants the request.

To us Gideon may seem a bit faithless 

But God is patient and gave the reassurances asked for

Sometimes when attacked by doubt that we are hearing correctly
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Its ok to ask for confirmation.

When God gives an assignment he wants to make sure we get the message 

There may be time when we hesitate to ask God for confirmation or even multiple confirmations.

Especially when we question the assignment 

God are you really asking me to…..such and such.

God is very patient with our efforts in hearing his voice 

He understands our uncertainties.

Do not every be afraid to ask God in times of doubts to confirm his words
But do not keep asking for more and more confirmations. 

That would be an indicator of unbelief

We must learn to walk by faith and not by sight

There may be times when we need some reassurances that we are hearing his voice correctly.
Will we walk by faith or by the sight of our past experiences with God? 

Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.  
The bible has many promises concerning our destination but there are 
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 none 
that’s right not a single promise about smooth highways, smooth journeys  for getting to our final destination.
2 Corinthians 4: 8-11 (NIV)

8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 
11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.
John 16:33 NIV
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
When we walk through trials and tribulations, 

we have the ability In Christ to overcome them all. 

Someone once said “Todays troubles are tomorrow’s trophies for those who are filled with God’s presence”.

Recognize the power at work in us and always choose to live by it 

no matter what type of circumstances come our way. 

1 John 4:4 New Living Translation
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But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world
God is drawn to simple faith…. The kind of faith that believes, hopes and endures in spite of visible or non-visible obstacles.

Anyone can trust God when life is smooth, a pleasant bed of fragrant roses.

Yes there are seasons when life goes in the tank or goes sour or goes south

Times when everything seems to be falling apart

Or times when the God of all grace and comfort seems to have moved into hiding

What do we do ….when His promised grace, comfort and our faith is tested.

Our faith will either endure or it will fail

When our faith fails …we fall prey to our enemy 

When our faith endures… God presence becomes more manifested in our lives and as he draws nearer

I will repeat that 

When our faith fails, we fall prey to our enemy 

When our faith endures God presence increases in our lives 
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Now just as with John in prison doubting or questioning is this Jesus the real messiah, 

There are times or situations that occur where God withdraws his manifest presence from us.

Times when God is silent

He is still there, but it seems to us like he is far away

There have been times when I felt like my prayers were bouncing of the ceiling

Why does he do this?

 in order to make his presence felt or know even more. 

In other words He steps back for a short period of time
Why?

in order to stretch and strengthen our faith to an even greater level 
Then at some point in our future God steps back in 
to reward our faith with an even greater sense of his  presence

This cycle of longing for his presence can be repeated over and over

But only if we make it through the yearning phases without losing our trust 

King David wrote much about this
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When circumstances make God seem far away (key word here is seem because he truly never us or forsakes us) 

He is simply being quiet.

Many Christians drop out when the storms of life seems to be too big or lasting too long 

Madeline & I once had a mother and daughter attend the church we once pastored.

 Promise of employment moved this family many miles away from us. 

We lost contact until one day years later we heard that the daughter had an affair with a young man and had become pregnant.

That pregnancy caused a great storm of doubt to attack the mother.

So much so that this mother spiritually shipwrecked saying

 “I cannot believe that a loving God would allow this to happen to my family.

She walked out on God and as far as we know has not returned to this day

When doubts attack, we need to hold on tight to the truths and the authority in scripture.

Difficult times and a seemingly distant God have a divine purpose

But that purpose is never intended to separate us. 

Its purpose is to keep us seeking, to draw us closer and ever closer 
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Habakkuk 3:17-18 (NIV)

17 : Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines,

though the olive crop fails    and the fields produce no food,

though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,

18: yet I will rejoice in the Lord,    I will be joyful in God my Savior.
Isaiah 61:3 : and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

For a moment lets focus on “ a garment of praise    instead of a spirit of despair”

to bestow on them a crown of beauty    instead of ashes,

the oil of joy    instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise    instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness  a planting of the Lord

for the display of his splendor.     

Despair is a common human feeling.

Yet it is not part of our original design as God planned 

Neither is despair part of our redemption that Christ bought and paid for at the cross.
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We are clothed in joy instead of morning, beauty instead of ashes praise instead of despair.

Though we may dread many of the storms and problems we face or will face

 We are not meant to dread life by design.

Though we lose hope in many of our trials, we are not intended to

Thought we might forget that God sees the end of a situation even when there is no end in sight for us

We are not designed to

Despair should be foreign to everyone who has a real relationship with God 

Why?

Because we serve and worship the mighty God of hope 

We have scriptures filled with hopeful promises from the beginning to the end of this book.

 While churches wallow in low expectations

and defers their hope into the far off future of rapture

God’s spirit fills us with hope and expectations of his presence in us now.

In our daily bible readings the Holy Spirit reminds us of his benefits, his promises and his presence.
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Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5:Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 
6:Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7: And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus

Philippians 4:11-13 

11: Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 
12: I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance , I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 
13: I can do all things through Him who strengthens me..  
Despair cannot thrive or even survive when we are in close fellowship with Jesus.

Jesus who is never discouraged about anything will not allow it.

Learn to see despair and its related emotions… discouragement and depression as symptoms of being distant from God.

Christ in us is a powerful antidote,  or immune system against the poisonous thoughts of hopelessness and doubt.

Hopeless thoughts are weapons of our enemy 
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our adversary purposed to blind us and rob us from discovering this mystery of Christ in us.
Cultivate fellowship with God and choose hope above all.

God’s purposes are all sufficient to fill us with his joy and leave no room for despair

Remember Martha, Martha you worry about so many things 

Let’s look at this worry issue a bit deeper

One of the greatest enemies of the Presence of God in us is worry.

The more that we focus on the problem, or crisis or some need

The problem, or crisis or need becomes larger in our hearts and minds than it really is

Our attention has a magnifying effect

When we are preoccupied with something,,, it grows

The result is anything but … peace 

I mentioned this earlier

 The spiritual principle is 
What you focus on you give power to 

Another way of saying this is “what you make room for you empower.

In Philippians 4:6-7 NIV
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6 Do not be anxious (or in other translations do not worry) about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Paul advises us to shift our focus from the problem to the Provider

Instead of worrying, or having anxiety over some circumstance

We should turn our attention to God in prayer and thanksgiving 

If we would do this…. Paul’s tells us we will experience God’s peace

Why?

Our shift in perspective reverses the dynamics of the situation.

If what we focus on seems to grow larger,

Then it makes sense to remove our focus off the  problem  an place it upon  God

When we magnify God in our situations, 

Our circumstances become relatively minor

The result is a peace that passes all understanding

Choose your focus.

If you find yourselves preoccupied with worry over a problem

The problem will only seem ( key word here is seem) to become larger 
                                                                                                             Pg 18
But if we can shift our focus off the problem and unto God 

He is well able to show us the way through.

I head a song on the radio a few days
 ago one the lines in that song was

Our God is the way maker

He will make a way for us when there seems to us to be no way

We can trust in His abilities, his compassions, and his wiliness to answer 

Then God will seem big and our problems seem small

Mark 5:7 NIV 
7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!”
If we really want to know the effects of God’s presence in us,

All we need to do is look at Jesus

Immanuel, was and is the Presence of God in us.

When Jesus walked on earth in the flesh, he carried the presence of God wherever he went
Some of the responses he received tells us a lot about the effects of 

This so called presence.

Demons had a common reaction to the Presence… terror!
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They could not stand his nearness.

When Jesus commanded them to leave they obeyed, yes sometimes with resistance 

But they obeyed nevertheless 

Even before Jesus spoke, they recognized him and feared him.

Demons equated at his presence with torment.

They felt compelled to cry out, to argue that the appointed time of judgement had not yet come 

Their darkness could not survive in his light.

This is one of our great benefits in inviting the presence of God in us to be manifested in our lives.

Whatever darkness might be around us, whatever evil we might encounter

Whatever confusion or despair we may struggle with 

It has go leave … when  Christ presence comes near.

Neither Demons, nor darkness can stand in his presence

The more we focus and saturate ourselves in his Spirit

The less evil spirits can affect us.

Yes Ungodly spirits will try harassing us

Old thought patterns may try to recapture us 
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Besetting sins will try to trap us again and again

Yet by a continual insistence on being in the Spirit of the living God
We give the powers of darkness no hold on us.

What was true of the encounters with darkness that Jesus had 

Is also true in our lives today also.

Darkness must give what to light  

Now what I am about to share may shake a few up

But please remember I am basing everything I teach solidly on scripture

Ephesians 3:20   Ephesians 3:20 NIV
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,     

We wait for God to open doors, to move mountains, to part waters.   

We pray for deliverance, healing and provision.

We look upward and outward  for his intervention.

He hears our prayers and often moves on our behalf

Yet more often as alarming and shocking as it seems,

God point us back to the power that works within us.

Its true that God works on behalf of  his children.

But did you know his preferred method is to work through us.
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Jesus did not just tell his disciples to pray for people to be healed, raised ,cured and delivered.

Have you ever noticed in your bible readings that Jesus told his disciples to heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, cast out demons Matthew 10:8

To do these things themselves.

Sure they would need to develop their faith to a higher lever

In order to believe that supernatural power was in them in the very presence of The Holy spirit

But still Jesus put the action on them.

Why? Because God was setting a pattern and a mindset for the new creation man.

Saints we are much more than poor creatures of dust appealing to an awesome deity to intervene in our lives
As new creation beings, we are inhabited by that deity himself.

We have become one with him. 

Can you believe this !
This seems too remarkable to be true

Yet Its total biblical
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In our natural selves, we have absolutely no power to do or to accomplish anything lasting, worthwhile or anything with eternal values. 

But when inhabited by the Holy Spirit

We have the power of the resurrection working in us.

Yes that same power that healed the sick, raised the dead, cleansed the lepers and cast out demons.

Is living in us.

Any mindset or any thinking that convinces us otherwise

Will keep us living within our natural physical limitations.

When we become deeply thoroughly convinced of the presence of God in us 

and of his power  that desires to work through us 

We will begin to experience more of his manifest presence and his power.

The Holy Spirit wants to, he desires to, he has plans to

  do immeasurably more than we have ever asked or imagined . 
Both in us and through us 

What God has planned, what he has in store for us…. is far, far beyond our current level of experience

Teach us Holy Spirit to operate in the power of the Resurrection that  lives in us and wants to work through us                                                             
