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Welcome to the “Embracing the Presence of God workshop”

Jeremiah 23: 23-24 

23: “Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, “and not a God far away?

24: Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the Lord

 “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord.

My question as we begin this session is:
"What is the difference between the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit and God’s omnipresence?"

My answer:  the manifest presence of God may be an entirely new concept to some of you here this weekend.

AW Tozer’s defined omnipresence and manifest presence this way : “God’s omnipresence is His attribute of being everywhere in the heavens and the earth at the same time. God is omnipresent even when we do not experience His presence; God is here, even if we do not recognize Him or are aware of him. 
God’s manifest presence is, of course, His presence made manifest—
the fact that God is with us is made clear and convincing.” End of quote

God is here in this room right now, even if we do not recognize his presence  
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God’s manifest presence is simply defined as  His presence made known
I have compiled several dictionary definitions of this word Manifest

But really they all have the same meaning 

 by definition manifest means:

1: able to be seen 

2: clearly shown or visible  

3: easy to recognize

4: Clearly apparent to the sight or obvious

5: To show or demonstrate plainly; reveal        

6: The fact that God is with us made clear and convincing.

 God’s omnipresent may or may not result in a special or unusual experience on our part. 

However, God’s manifest presence is the result of His interaction with us in some unmistakably way.
 It is then we experience the manifested presence of God.
Although God is omnipresent ….he is everywhere 
Our problem is that God is not manifested present in every place at all times
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When was the last time you experienced the manifested presence of God? 
Or Have you ever experienced the manifested presence of God?
True, life-changing encounters with the living God

are missing  or lacking from the lives of  many Christians today.

I believe one of the greatest needs among Christians and churches today is not new programs, a new seminar, or a new study. 

I believe what is needed today is a divine encounter with the living God. 

We desperately need continual, ongoing, life-changing experiences of the greatness,
 the awesomeness, the wonder, the power, the mercy, the goodness, and the lovingkindness of God almighty.
We all live in the Omnipresence of God – God is everywhere.
 We can acknowledge that and live in that knowledge.

But it is possible to live with an increased awareness of the Manifest Presence of God
 Living this life where we KNOW by experience That  HE IS here, right here with each one of us
 in some form or in some way that causes us to be tangibly aware of His presence.
 It’s amazing – it’s life-changing, it’s comforting, it’s exciting 
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Let me suggest three distinct meanings of the presence of God.
 First, there is the presence of God. 
By this, I mean the omnipresence of God. 
If it were possible to get into a space ship and travel light years from earth
We would never be out of the presence of God, not even for even a moment. 
This is what David meant when he wrote in Psalm 139:7-9,    
7 Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?
8:If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 

9: If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,        

Our God is spirit and as spirit He is everywhere at all times.

Second, there is the manifest presence of God. 

This is when God makes Himself known in an undeniable way. 
Such was the case when the Glory of God invaded the Tabernacle and the Temple. 
God was on the scene and everyone knew it! 
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Like Moses, in Exodus 3:5 NIV "Do not come any closer," 
God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground."  
Duncan Campbell defined revivals simply as an awareness of the presence of God. 

Many of us have been privileged to experience services where God so overshadowed the meeting that everyone knew He was present.
In those meetings some thought they could reach out and physical touch the Lord

Thirdly, there is the cultivated presence of God. 

There are many things, or disciplines that Christians can do to woo the Bridegroom 
This wooing results in an increased experience of His presence either in us or around us

Like James 4:8  NIV   Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
Drawing near to God is the surefire way to acquire an increased awareness of  God’s presence in our midst. 

Jeremiah 29:13 NIV
You will seek me and find me…when you seek me with all your heart.
In light of the spiritual climate we are currently living in, 
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we must pursue this third sense of God’s cultivated presence.
Our key verse for this weekend is found in 

Colossians 1:27 NIV “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

And 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 "Therefore if any man be IN CHRIST, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things ARE become new."
There is a very interesting story in Luke 10:38-42 for us to look at

It’s a familiar story with an all too familiar message.
    38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 
39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.
40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things,
42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
Jesus is visiting the home of some friends
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Martha is busy preparing the big dinner for her honored guests and others

Mary as co-host is culturally expected to assist Martha with all the necessary preparations

But Mary departs from the expected and chooses to sit at the feet of Jesus along with the other disciples as he teaches.

Martha becomes offended by the unfairness of her doing most or all of the necessary preparations for the upcoming  meal. 

After complaining to the host, its Mary who receives commendation for forsaking busyness and investing her time in what really matters.
Being overly busy lead Martha to be distracted from something far more important 

Taking time to sit at the feet of Jesus 

Taking time to listen to the Lord 

God desires us to fulfill our responsibilities of course

What would Jesus say today of our fast paced life styles that we call the rate race
I see many of Gods children struggling or striving for or over so many things

They peruse things… they call needs that are not really needs at all 

All the while their precious time is being stolen from them 
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Once our time is stolen this leads them to neglect the most important need.
These individuals have real deep down desires to sit at Jesus’s feet but never really get there
Sure they intend to but it rarely occurs
When God is asking us to do something but we never really find the time to do it 

That is delayed or postponed obedience
Do you understand that delayed or postponed obedience

is actually  disobedience in discuse 
Well I really, homestly intended to do this… or that …

But never really got around to it 

That’s disobedience
If these misguided believers were to invest more time in sitting with Jesus 

God would meet them in exciting wondrous ways
We all know this to be true

How many times have you and myself said  I need to slow down

I need to prioritize my devotion time or prioritize sitting in the Lords presence 
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And still we keep running in this so called rat race

Spinning our wheels, making lots of noise but going nowhere fast

Some call it chasing after the wind

We must  stop … Literally stop and make some major time changes
Sitting and listening at his feet is much much more important than anything 

Repeat more important than anything else we could do   
 Yes its true there are times I am ‘Martha’  – and so are many of us.  

Many people I talk to these days are “worried and distracted by many things.” 

We recently returned from a trip to BC where we meet many of our prayer partners

In every single opportunity that we had for extended conversation,

Certain topics always came up.

1 about the current world situation,
2 the moral and financial situation of Canada 
3  the US elections.
4 the end times
Truly we are worried and distracted over many of lives issues 

Our lives can become very complicated. 
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Through our business of running here and running there,  
we can often end up too busy for each other and too busy for God.

Like Martha, we can become busy and focused on all the wrong things.

We get too busy to sit down and invest in quality time with God.

We have so many things to do. 
There are twenty four hours in each day and many days this seems to be not enough 
Many of the physical and mental ills of our day are stress related.
Business can produce stress and anxiety. 
Both can become hazardous to our health. 

Going back to Martha she  can handle it no longer, 

She storms in from the kitchen and accosts,
 not her sister or her brother,  
she goes straight to her honored guest: 
Her exasperation can be seen in the way she forms her question, 

“Lord, don’t you care ….that Mary has left me to do all the work? 
Tell her to help me!” 
How many times have we asked that question, prayed that prayer? 
Lord, don’t you care?      
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Don’t you care about what I am trying to do here?
 Don’t you care about what’s happening to me? 
Aren’t you impressed with how hard I am working? 
Won’t you send me some help, or give me some rest?” 
Poor Martha! 
In her earnest effort to be the perfect host, 
she violates the first rule of hospitality:  

pay attention to the needs of your guest! 
Instead, she is rude and tries to draw Jesus into a family dispute.

Can we blame Martha for blowing up over Mary’s irresponsibility?

Who hasn’t felt that way before? 

We have all been insensitive to others at times.
So how does Jesus respond  
He says, “Martha, Martha.”

 “you are worried and distracted by many things; yet only one thing is needed. 
Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her 
Did you notice it “Yet only one thing is needed
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Busyness will always war against our awareness of God’s presence in us. 
Everyone seems to be in a hurry and with today’s life’s style,
there never seems to be enough time in the day to accomplish all that seems to be required from us . 
“Busyness “fights, it competes for our God awareness. 
Business is a thief robing us from embracing and experiencing his  presence

This bible story is not about being busy servers or busy workers

Jesus is says only one thing is necessary ….one thing

So what is that one thing?

Taking time out of our business… to sit at his feet and experience his presence

Most Christians are way too casual with our time.

Our never-ending activities, our worries, and being upset over life’s issues 
will only cause us to neglect the one thing needed to experience his presence

Take time to sit at his feet daily.

In the same way that Jesus came to the house of Mary & Martha,

Jesus has come to this house this morning. 
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And He has come to your house

Do you know what else….. Jesus has arrived hungry. 
He is not hungry for physical food that you must prepare for him,
Yet He is hungry for our time

He desires that each of us would prepare some of our time for him 

Can we make room in our lives for this relationship,

Simply  by sitting at his feet,

 allowing his presence in us to be the most important issue in the house

Relationship is a 2 way street, both parties need to involved.

A one sided relationship is not a relationship at all 

Encountering God’s presence in us begins with time at his feet, 

It begins With conversations that communicate at heart level,

sharing our deeper issues,  our deeper struggles, our dreams and desires and even fears if we have any
By making and taking time to sit at his feet 

we will experience a much stronger, deeper connection with him

The bible says Deuteronomy 4:29 If you seek him with your whole heart you will find him

Or how about James 4:8  NIV
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8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. 
Building a 2 sided relationship is our primary issue here 

Time invested in relationship  is usually one of the first things missing in any relationship
We have all heard of the neglected wife

What is missing from the neglected wife… focused time, one on one quality time connecting heart to heart
On our early years of marriage I was neglecting quality time with Madeline

So much that by my lack of quality time, I  forced Madeline to save up her family allowance in order to buy some of my time

The neglected teenager what missing … time with father

Neglecting time at the feet of Jesus prevents us from experiencing a deeper awareness of his presence in us
Jesus is saying tonight, “Don’t always be a Martha.” 

Jesus is saying, “Don’t get so busy working for me that you neglect quality time with me.

Jesus is also saying DO NOT LET SO MANY THINGS WORRY YOU

LUKE 10:41 "But the Lord answered and said to her, 'Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things.". 
Please do not allow anxiety, or worry to attack you and distract you
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Choose that one thing

Make time for relationship, by simply sitting quietly cultivating  his presence

Jesus loves to be pursued; he loves it when we pursue him 

Psalm 27: 8 AMP

When You said, “Seek My face [in prayer, require My presence as your greatest need],” my heart said to You,

“Your face, O Lord, I will seek [on the authority of Your word].”
David wrote this after he heard God issue an invitation to come and talk

David responded by accepting God’s invitation                                                                                                    

Most of us are quite comfortable with the idea of King David having this conversation with God

Yet few of us are comfortable with praying this for ourselves. 

Is there anyone here in this room who can say to us that God spoke directly to you and issued you an invitation to come and talk with him?

This can sound a bit presumptuous

Yet this is exactly his invitation

This invitation is not only written in Scriptures .. 
but now spoken verbally to each of us in conversation with him.

If our hearts are listening.. this is what we will hear.

Come sit and we will talk, connecting heart to heart
Normally we do not have a shortage of words for God

But we sure think that he is definitely short on words for us.

God’s purpose in issuing this invitation to us 
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 that we might  take time to sit at his feet and listen
is purely relational.

He is looking for meaningful conversation

Conversation with God is life giving for us.

In conversation he expresses his love and offers us his wisdom into our situations.

When he says “Come and talk with me” 

He actually desires heart to heart interactions

In closing out this section

Please turn with me to 1 Thessalonians 5:24

Reading from the NKJV
24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
In our journey for a deeper sense of the presence of Christ in us 

In our quest to become a God carrier into this world 

There will arise times, when fear will try to stop us or hinder us from moving on in this wonderful relationship with God

We do not ever need to fear getting in over our heads with God.

Making this very clear again…
 you will get in over your heads but you do not ever need to fear jumping into the deep.

                                                                                                          Pg 17

The waters preventing Israel from moving forward only parted when they actually stepped into the water

If they stood on the shore desperately praying for God to part the waters ….

They would be still waiting today

Faith will take us in over our heards

As with any faith endeavor, we must know this ahead of time.

The God who called us to live in impossibilities
 will accomplish exactly what he has planned and destined for each of us to do.

One of our weaknesses is we all what to know “How”

But asking “How” is a faith killing question

We look for step by step instructions

We search for some key that will make supernatural things happen

This is the wrong approach

The one who called is faithful and he will make it happen.

As usual we ask How? 
But We do not need to know ….How
Please do not overanalyze this pursuit of God’s presence in us or any other faith adventure
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Just ask to experience God more…. and to become more sensitive to his voice and his touch

Ask him to help you become a more effective son or daughter filled with his presence.

When we do this….its now becomes his responsibility to get us from point A to point B

 He will accomplish it

John 15:1-5 NIV  The Vine and the Branches

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
Describe pruning in my life
Usually you never notice minor or even major pruning is occurring in our lives  … 
Until one day we look back  in the rear view mirror and realize how much real spiritual, eternal, life changing progress has been made
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And how much we have increased in producing his fruit

The goal this weekend is not to give you a list spiritual principles for success in developing our awareness of Christ in us
Which I will most certainly do

Our goal is to encourage you to develop your trust and faith in our God 
Our goal is to encourage you to construct a solid, daily relationship

Perusing Christ’s presence in us
Closing  Questions: 
1: Take a moment now and consider how much time out of each day you are currently sitting at his feet 

Compare that number to the time up spend on the other life issues you face
Is there a particular time area that you could cut or reduce 

In an effort to fee up some time 

2: What have you learned in this session that you could put into practice which will assist you to enjoy a greater sense, a greater awareness of his presence of His Presence?
