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Discovering God’s Plans for our Lives 

As a young Christian, I would often mediate on what it might have been like when Jesus was walking on earth.

I desperately wanted to see his miracles, his healings first hand, 
I wanted to hear his voice as he taught .

Wanted to be there when he taught 

I wanted to see his interactions with crowds and individuals and the disciples. 
I longed for the experience to be there, signs and wonders accomplished daily 

How wonderful that would be

Then through the Holy Spirit I began to realize that I could be with Jesus today in with whatever he wanted to do within my circle of influence 
Through the eyes and ears of our spirit  we can see Christ and hear him today

Jesus is communicating to each of us on a regular basis. 
The Holy Spirit receives instructions from Jesus like special words, or instructions

spiritual gifts, special assignments, encouragement etc.

then He reveals them to us.
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The Holy Spirit desires to interact with us at such an awesome unbelievable level 

that it caused Jesus to tell his disciples something so utterly amazing , so astonishing that its actually really, really hard to believe

Turn with me to John 16:7 

John 16:7 Amplified Bible 
7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, Strengthener, Standby, the teacher) will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him (the Holy Spirit) to you [to be in close fellowship with you].

John 16:7 The Message (MSG)

4-7 “I didn’t tell you this earlier because I was with you every day. But now I am on my way to the One who sent me. Not one of you has asked, ‘Where are you going?’ Instead, the longer I’ve talked, the sadder you’ve become. So let me say it again, this truth: It’s better for you that I leave. If I don’t leave, the Friend won’t come. But if I go, I’ll send him to you.

John 16:7Living Bible 
7 But the fact of the matter is that it is best for you that I go away, for if I don’t, the Comforter won’t come. If I do, he will—for I will send him to you.
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So we have Jesus saying 

Its to our advantage that he go away;

that it is better for us that he goes away
that it is best for us that He goes away
Jesus said it was best that He leave this world, return to the Father and not be physically present on earth anymore.  
Can you believe this!

Jesus is telling us that ….we as believers.. are better off with the Holy Spirit than with the physical, bodily presence of Jesus Christ.
It is hard for me to imagine that an inaudible voice would be a better guide for us than audible words straight from our Saviour mouth

Yet this is exactly what he is saying

Truly truly amazing 

Reading the entire section

John 16: 5-16 NIV
5 but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’
 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things.
 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
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8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 
10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 
11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 
15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”
Now looking at verse 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.

 One very important truth for us to grab hold of is that:

 God has wonderful plans, magnificent purposes, a glorious destiny for each one of his children
Psalm 73:24 NLT

You guide me with your counsel, leading me to a glorious destiny.    
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Ephesians 2:10 NLT: For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
WHY have we been created?  so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
The scriptures are very clear that in ourselves we cannot accomplish anything of eternal value  
 The first part of John 5:30 NiV “By myself I can do nothing”
Yet in  Philippians 4:13 NLT we read
For I can do everything, (some translations read “all things”) through Christ, who gives me strength.
John 15:16 NKJV “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.
God Is not asking us to move to Penticton and become peach or apple tree growers

He is saying he chose us to produce the fruit of the spirit

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV
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22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Jeremiah 29:11 NIV 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
God has plans for each of our lives. 

God’s plans for us vary with each individual

He has prearranged a life for us to live out with special individual assignments. 
God has an individual path for each one of us to walk in 
and the Holy Spirit has been sent to guide us through that journey

We will take a few moments to explain this

Pull up in your memory the familiar Christmas story recorded in the first two chapters of Luke 
there are 6 main characters: 

Zechariah -- an elderly priest; chosen by God to be the father of John the Baptist 

Elizabeth -- Zechariah’s godly but barren wife; the mother of John the Baptist 

Mary -- a young virgin; chosen by God to be the mother of Jesus 
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Shepherds -- the first people to hear the good news that a Savior had been born       

Simeon -- a righteous and devout elderly man who was constantly praying that he would not die until his eyes have see the Messiah 

Anna -- an elderly prophetess who worshiped in the temple night and day.
God had a plan for Mary that was unique to Mary.

God had a plan for Elizabeth that was unique to Elizabeth.

Gods plan for Zechariah was different that His plan for the Shepherds.

Gods plan for your life will be unique to you also. 

 We can’t expect someone else to do what God has purposed us to do. 
From God’s point of view, none of us have an exact double. 
There’s nobody, not in all the entire world who can take your place.
 God's plan for your life will be supernaturally revealed. 
I will repeat that

God's plan for your life will be supernaturally revealed.
An extremely good example is Saul who became Paul on the road the Damascus in Acts 8-9

Gods plan for our life is an invisible reality, unknown to us,
 until in Gods timing He chooses to reveal it. 
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I Cor. 2:9 - No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him – but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit. 

Nobody discovers the will of God or our destiny by means of their five senses;
 it must be supernaturally revealed. 
It must come as a revelation through the Holy Spirit.

This is one of the reasons why it so very very important to be able to hear His voice

We could search throughout the entire Bible,
 only to discover there are no rules ,  no 7 easy steps , no shortcuts that  intellectually we can determine  his plans for us. 
They are His plans and must be revealed by him through his spirit
Look at the many different ways God revealed His will in Luke 1 & 2: 

Zechariah saw the angel Gabriel

Elizabeth became pregnant having been barren for many years said, “The Lord has done this for me.”

Mary had a visit from the angel Gabriel, with instructions on what events were to follow
Joseph who saw an angel of the Lord in a dream with instructions
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Elizabeth, her baby leaped for joy in her womb at the witness of the presence of the coming messiah 
the shepherds told Mary and Joseph how they were informed  about Jesus’ birth from an angel and how they had witnessed the great company of heavenly hosts worshiping God
Simeon and Anna they informed Mary what the Holy Spirit had revealed to each of them 

 God's plans are revealed to those who seek Him.
I must add a disclaimer here ! 
There are examples in scriptures where this was not the case

For example Saul before he became Paul 

Saul was not seeking God for any direction, 
he was on his way to arrest more believes when The Holy Spirit arrived on the scene and arrested him
But usually, the most common principle in scripture is to have Gods plans revealed is to those who seek Him
Heb. 11:6 - Anyone who comes to God must believe that He exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him. 

One of the reasons God chose to use the people he did
 was because they were seeking Him.
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Luke 1:13 - But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.”  

Luke 2:25 - There was a man called Simeon. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel.  

Luke 2:37 - Anna never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 

When people seek God, he reveals the plans he has for them.
God’s plan is experienced by submitting to Him.
Initially, Zechariah was anything but submissive. 
So, God allowed him to be mute for several months until he came around. 

Luke 1:63 - He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.”
 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosened and he began to speak, praising God. 

Mary's response was as pure as it gets: 

Luke 1:38 - “I am the Lord’s servant,” 
Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.
This kind of submission is very difficult, 
It requires a walk of faith, obedience, and trust

but this is exactly  what pleases our Father
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I would like to explain exactly how it works from my experence
I was at this time in my life pastoring in Mexico,

 Madeline was working in the nursery  

But inside.. in my spirit I knew this was not where we should be

So eventually we resigned and moved back to Abbotsford where we were living at the time

We fasted, prayed and sought the Holy Spirit for new marching orders

What were his next plans for our lives.

While waiting, Madeline noticed an advertisement informing us that Stacy & Wesley Campbell were hosting another “Eyes and Wings” conference in Kelowna.

We had attended one before and really enjoyed the moving of the Spirit.

We registered and drove up to Kelowna.

I knew in my spirit that something of importance was going to occur.

We had both been seeking and were prayed up

By this time we are expecting something to happen
Never could we have imagined what was about to happen.

God was about to change our lives forever

It did not take long
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In the first session Friday evening as Stacy was speaking to about 400 or so in the audience.

All of a sudden she walked down of  the platform area and began walking down through the crowd.

Still speaking on her topic until she arrived at the row we were sitting in.

Then she stopped looked directly into my eyes and said “ Who are You”

I stood up and replied “we are Madeline & George Harrison “

Then under the anointing of the Holy Spirit out came the following words from my mouth.

“We are missionaries searching for our next marching orders”

To which Stacy replied “ I have them!, you are to go to Gulu Uganda and work alongside of Jerry and Candis Bingham,  
they are in need of help, please walk over to Wesley  and he will give you the connections.

At that Stacy went back to the front and carried on with her message 

Madeline & I walked over to where Wesley was and got the connections we needed to contact the Bingham’s.

Now what Stacy had neglected to tell us was that Gulu was in the midst of a horrific war with the infamous terrorist Joseph Coney.

She neglected to inform us that Gulu was in lockdown every evening from Dusk to dawn. No one could enter or exit the city
Now that’s a another story for another time

In closing

2 Corinthians 3:13-14 NIV
13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 
14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away.
Before Christ came, fallen mankind had to be shielded from Gods presence, His glory

In the temple there was a veil that separated the people from the Holy of Holies

Only the high priests could enter 

Hebrews 10:19-22 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body …let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” 

The veil that originally was meant to be temporary and removed only through the revelation of Christ , as our redeemer, our messiah 

But our enemy has confused us in our thinking to believe that the veil is permanently still in place 

With believing this lie, we grew up believing incorrectly that God was distant.
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 Except in unusual circumstances 

In other words we lowered our expectations.

We began basing our faith entirely on our experience which convinced us that there were limits to how close we could connect to God

and how clearly we could hear him.

Like birds in a cage, who have not realized the cage door is open

We continue to sit in the restrictions of our past experience.

Like the birds, we look at the open door and say well it looks open but no its really closed 

We stopped pursuing or have never pursed a greater awareness of his presence in us.

We read and marvel about the relationship of God with King David and others in scripture

But in our thinking we say “That was them and this is me” or they were special”

Today the awareness of God’s presence in us is increasing around the world

The revelation of Christ in you is being revealed more and more
You can dismiss this if you want, the choice is yours

If you have a veil deny it, do not be swayed by what you see or your past experiences
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Be convinced of what the scriptures say in Matthew 27:51-54

 51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 
52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 
53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
Accept what God desires; press bodily into the depths of our relationship with Jesus. 
Seek him with everything in you
The veil has been removed, we have direct access to the King of Kings

The King has direct access to you

Please listen there is nothing obstructing His presence or our hearing on his side of the equation 
Judge him church what more could he have done.

Faith, persistence, seeking and obedience will bring us into his presence

Our world is in chaos.
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We live in a day of widespread spiritual and moral depravity.

We also live in a day of unprecedented revival and growth in the Kingdom of God.

Once resistant mission fields are now being penetrated by an increased awareness of Jesus Christ.

The Glory of God is spreading locally and globally throughout the ends of the earth.

 Colossians 1:27 NIV

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
In closing
 Whatever hardships you might go,

 through in discerning the presence of God living in you.

Always remember the Holy Spirit has words of hope for us.

He wants to fill us overflowing with joy, and peace.

It’s the Holy Spirits desire to bring each of us by revelation that the power that is at work in us is greater than any power around us

Allow the environment of heaven to invade our spirits, 

Then allow our spirits to overflow into the world around us

Thereby Becoming Gods environment changers 

