Liberty Hearing God
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God’s cell number as we all know it is Jeremiah 33: 3 NIV

3 “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’
Most of the promises that we have in scripture are called conditional promises.

Conditional meaning there are conditions that we must fulfil or conditions that we must meet

 in order for God to fulfill his side of the promise.

In the case of Jeremiah 33:3 the condition is “call to me” or “ask me” as recorded in other translations.

The only perquisite God gave Jeremiah for hearing his voice is “ call me or ask me”.

Yes I understand that Jeremiah was chosen by God to deliver a vital message to his people at a specific time in history

I also believe that God has given hearing hears to all of his people who are filled with his spirit   

I believe that today God desires to reveal remarkable secrets which at this moment we do not know about
This is the voice of a God who is eager to share his heart with us.

He is not withholding mysteries or any secrets of the kingdom
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 not back then and certainly not today

God is searching for his children who are asking, seeking, and knocking

I know of an evangelist who decided one day that he wanted to receive an anointing from God.

He positioned himself on the floor and began waiting on God . 
1 day 2 days 3 days went by 
Only getting up to attend to bathroom issues and get water.

I have now forgotten the exact number of days he laid there

But finally he received the anointing and began a ministry that would eventually grow to touch many nations  

Usually we approach the presence of God in us with words.

Most often these words come in the form of requests.

God loves to receive them, and is very willing to get involved in answering them

 Most Christians and even those unsaved have no trouble in praying to God in times of trouble

Our main problem comes on the hearing side of John 10:10
John 10:27(NKJV)

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.

The bible makes it very clear that if we seek his voice we will hear it.
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The possibility of hearing God’s voice with reasonable certainty 

Troubles many Christians today   

Some are convinced that it’s not possible for humans to hear God.   

While these very ones would admit they have never asked questions with an expectation that God would answer them

Nor have they sat in his presence for extended periods of time waiting upon him to speak 

While the scriptures remain full of examples of men and women who

have heard God  speaking        
Both of those disciplines… asking with expectation and waiting to hear

his voice are prerequisites for our hearing today.

In addition… one of the most effective ways to hear Gods, voice is to want to, desire to
As in any relationship, hearing occurs when we listen.
But there is hearing and then there is hearing

Many hear what is being said but do not really hear what is said
There is listening and then there is listening
There is hearing and then there is hearing
Answers to prayer come when we ask 

Matthew 7:7-NIV
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7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
8 For  (only some) everyone who asks receives, the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 

10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 

11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

God speaks to those who tune in or adjust their hearing to Him.

Our big problem I think is that we are fearful of hearing incorrectly.

Even when we think we have heard most times we are reluctant to act because we are not sure if it really is God speaking.

1 Kings 19:12 NIV

After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper  
Elijah had gone to Mount Sinai, back to the place where Moses had 

Received the Law against which now all of Israel has been rebelling. 

After a fierce windstorm, a violent earthquake and a raging fire,

God began speaking to the prophet in the stillness as quietly as a 
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Whisper

Why?

God speaks to those who have quieted themselves from the business of life.
Many people would prefer that God would send an angel with the message

Or receive a  clear cell phone text message 
But God is a wooer, he draws us to himself and only those who respond can come.

This wooing of the Lord, this drawing is an open invitation, 
It comes with no specific date and no specific time 

we can come and sit in his presence any time of our choosing
God also loves the opposite; he loves it, when we peruse him.

When we seriously seek him… guess what happens? 
we will find him. 

God is not far away, 
He is not far off hiding somewhere. He is right here in us.
Colossians 1: 27 “ to them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery which is Christ in you the hope of glory”
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Yes its true there have been times in man’s history when God has been 

more aggressive with his voice.

Times like when Moses needed some extra help to get started and Gideon needed some priming to speak
But normally God speaks to us faintly.

The truth is we all hear voices. 

Some call them thoughts, suggestions or impressions placed in our minds

We often wonder where they come from
They are not audible voices… at least not usually for most of us

Our creative God is not limited to one form of communication. 

He is all-powerful; He is omnipresent; He is sovereign. 

The Bible is filled with accounts of God speaking to individuals, to 

families, and to nations . 

In the past He spoke in many different ways, 
Like the burring bush and he can even us donkeys to speak on his behalf

All this is true today as well.

We have the ability within us to hear 4 distinct messengers.
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it is extremely important that we learn to distinguish the source of each of the 4  voices

By discerning the source  we are able to discern who is speaking:   

1. The voice that is perhaps the most obvious is our own voice. 

In addition to our speaking voice, we can also talk to ourselves inside our heads, 
Often I hear myself say things like “I had better not be doing that” or I should be doing this or that
we see images and pictures inside our heads, 
we have emotions and feelings and desires, and so on. 
Our minds tell us what we think, 

our wills tell us what we want, and our emotions tell us how we feel. 

The Bible refers to our minds, our wills, and our emotions as our "flesh nature,"  
Another type of voice which struggles for our attention is the "voice" of other people. 

Sometimes people around us say things which are true, noble, good, edifying etc. 
and sometimes those around us say things which are just the opposite. 
Ephesians 4:29 NASB
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29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
Unfortunately many Christians love to partner with the devil through  murmuring,  complaining, and gossip

Today many of us are not much different that the Israelites wandering in the wilderness thousands of years ago
We must remember just how serious this murmur and complain is to God.

Yes it might be true what you are speaking but does it line up with   

“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a 
word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so
 that it will give grace to those who hear.”
If not you may be creating some very big troubles for yourself
2. The third type of voice is the "voice" of the devil. 

The devil has crafty ways of speaking to us which he has perfected over 

Thousands of years. 

His main method is to throw or project thoughts or suggestions into our minds in such a way that we think these thoughts are our thoughts
 He speaks to us through the worldly ideas and viewpoints that he

has injected or projected into other people. 
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4. The fourth and final type of voice is the most important, 

but it is also the most subtle.

 It is the voice of God. 
  We must develop our discerning abilities in order to identify the 

source of the words that come into our minds 

Yes we can have a difficult time identifying the source of the voice at first

But if we would practice, The bible guaranties it is entirely possible to clearly hear His voice
Intimacy with God makes all 4 voices much clearer to discern.

As always our question in matters like this is “How”

Everyone in this room would like a step by step guide to cultivate 

intimacy with God and to hear his voice clearer.

Hundreds if not thousands of books, CD”s and DVD”S have been 

produced on the various ways to hear God.

The internet is literally filled with these. 

Gods ways cannot be limited to a particular number of pages in a book or a single sermon
If you truly want an answer  as to  HOW

God’s usual answer would be, keep asking, keep seeking, keep knocking

                                                                                                             Pg 10
Do not look for 6 easy steps to hearing God

Our key here is to develop a relationship with Jesus Christ and pursue him in faith

Learn to identify his voice 
Expect the Holy Spirit to do verbal surgery on you. 

Separating corrupted, cancerous lies and thought patterns entrenched 

into our minds that we have believed for years
This is the renewing of our minds the bible speaks of 

Over time you will notice some results,      

a greater anointing of discernment, a special sensitivity to the leading

of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth
This is part of his job description
We all wish the bible was more specific and contained more 

instructions about the mechanics of hearing God

Like everything else in this Christian walk,

 Learning to hear God is a journey, 

Every one of us are currently in various locations along this journey. 
Please let me warn you 
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This journey never ends and no-one ever "arrives in this life," 

When the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives, He often speaks to us.    

But does this mean that every thought that runs through our heads
is from God 
Of course not
 2 Corinthians 10:5 NIV

5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
Take every thought captive 

How can I take do this 
2 Corinthians 10:4–5 says, NIV
4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.
How do we do this

 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
“For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh.
 That is, our weapons are not merely human.” 
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This is not a mere battle between one philosopher with some human wisdom against another philosopher with differing human wisdom. 
“But the weapons of our warfare have divine power to destroy strongholds.” 
A stronghold in our minds is a lie that we believe more than the truth
 Share living Faith chapel questionnaire 

And then Paul defines this powerful stronghold-destroying activity in two steps. Verse 5: 
 “[First,] we destroy arguments and every lofty or proud opinion raised against the knowledge of God and [second,] we then take every thought captive.”
 It’s like when we move in a physical battle and we destroy the fortress  or the city and then we go building by building take captives or take prisoners. 
Did you notice that as Christian's  we have some responsibility. 
It is necessary, in capturing a fortress or after the city is captured, or 

once you have destroyed the strongholds of the fortress or city,
that we go  to root out all the remaining pockets of resistance. 
There will be enemy soldiers that have hidden away in the depths of the fortress, in the basements of buildings and obscure corners,
 and these must be rooted out and taken captive or else the whole job will have to be done all over again very shortly. 
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We must pursue each thought and them capture  for Christ.

That is all done in the battleground of the mind, in our thought life. 
That is why our thinking is very important,
 we must learn to confront our thoughts as a Christian, 
Examine what you are thinking,
Discern is this from God or someone else

If it not from God we pass judgment upon it 
and act in line with that judgment,.
We cannot allow our minds to give itself to anything it wants to;
 it must be disciplined and come under the control of our spirit
 If we do not disciple our minds and take control over them 

Our entire Christian life will be one of stumbling and bouncing around 

never maturing, never growing up in Christ
 similar to the way that King David wrote in the psalms  “Oh my soul you praise God “

In the emphasized bible it means that King David’s spirit took control over his soul and commanded his soul to praise God

Now reading something like this “You soul!, I command you to praise the living God”
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Spirit ruled not flesh ruled

We also must take control over our minds and root out any strongholds

If we allow these unscriptural thoughts to remain unconquered, 
These unbiblical thoughts will creep out of their hiding places and take over once again

We will soon discover the very lies which God has delivered us from have come out of hiding and taken control over us once again . 
we must employ this second step of capturing every thought obedient to Christ.
I once heard a pastor define a stronghold as "a mindset impregnated with hopelessness that causes us to accept something as unchangeable
Like its no use I will always be like this

What the pastor was saying was there are negative patterns of thought that cripple our ability to obey God and thus breed feelings of guilt and despair, fear hopelessness etc. 
They are often burned deep into our minds over time through the influence of false teaching and a skewed theology. 
Simply put demolishing strongholds refers to changing wrong ideas  in the minds of believers who have been influenced by lies over time
the good news is that we have access to powerful and effective resources, tools of war
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 Our resources are very adequate to prevail over all resistance and to defeat every enemy Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:20-24. 
Like Phil. 4:8 We must dedicate ourselves to thinking and meditating on whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, 

 excellent and worthy of praise and entrust ourselves to the power of 
the Spirit who can overcome the influence of every negative and destructive thought or lie
We take every thought captive to obey Christ.
We submit all our thoughts, ideas and feelings about God and line them up beside scripture for scrutiny. 
And if any are out of sync with what the bible teaches, they should be destroyed by the power of truth
How do we know when a thought or a prompting or hearing a voice is from God 
and when is it from Satan whispering lies?

It is very important to recognize that Satan does come whispering. 

We all have an inner world and Scripture makes it clear that Satan has at least some capacity to influence our inner conversation.

 Matt 4:1-10, Acts 5:3, 1 Thess 2:18 all point to this.

                                                                                                         Pg 16

We also know from Matt 16:23 that Satan can tempt us to act on his behalf.
We have all hear the testimony of some criminal on trial

God told me to do such and such horrific crime

I do not doubt that the criminal heard those instructions

 But I know do most certainly know it was not God

Share Lorenze
These whispers of the enemy can be very subtle in the way they come to us. 

He can even disguise himself and his lies as the voice of truth. 

Learning to sort out the voice of the enemy from the voice of the Spirit is critical to every believer’s spiritual success.

When Satan speaks into our thoughts, he has only 3 purposes: 

To steal, kill and destroy   

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

He works through discouragement, temptation, fear
frustration, depression or despair, hopelessness and others
his goal is always to divide us  and separate us from God, 
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to cripple our spiritual vitality, and prevent us from obeying and serving God.
God’s truth exposes these areas of deception and demolishes all  discouragement, temptations, fears
frustrations, depression or despair, hopelessness
The voice of our enemy comes with messages like these:

: This situation is hopeless.

: You blew it last time and you’re sure going to blow it again.

: You’re just no good: too timid, too stupid, too shy, too ugly, too _____

:No one cares about you. You are better off dead

:You are all alone on this one and there is no way through

: Just Give up.

:Run away.  

:You’re a failure.                                                                                                                  
: It’s too late to fix it, just leave it alone
:Nothing you can do will help.

: God is mad, angry, disappointed or upset with you.

: God would never help someone like you.

: Everyone else gets breaks in life but not you.
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And the list goes on and on   

Satan is the destroyer, and he uses whatever messages he can to discourage and derail us off of Gods plans and destiny for us
If or when you feel defeated or hopeless, 

that’s a good indicator that Satan is at work within your inner world. 

When it feels right to nurse your wounds and remain angry…

   you can be sure that you are being lied to.

When you justify for whatever reasons not to forgive someone, you are being lied to

If you've found yourself caught in these lies, tell your pastor about it. 

He would love to pray with you and help you get victory in Jesus
Bill Johnson says, “Any area of our life for which we have lost our hope for is under the influence of a lie.”
The voice of the Holy Spirit is very different.  
Whereas the goal of the enemy is destruction, the goal of the Spirit is always edification, to build up and give us life more abundant 

He speaks messages intended to lift you up, to encourage you, to bring strength, faith, joy, and peace.

The messages of the Spirit are like these:

: You are never alone. I am with you.
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: You are my beloved child. My son Christ died for you eo that we could be together forever.

: You do not need to do anything to please me. 

You cannot earn my love, I love you already.

: Trust in me. I will give you strength.

: Believe in me, I want to help you.
I am your ever-present help in times of trouble

I will never, never leave you
: You are mine forever.

: There is no sin so serious that I have not forgiven .

: All things will work for your good.

:    My plans for you are good.

Does this mean that the voice of the Holy Spirit always makes us feel good? 

No! there are times we sin. He fully understand our humanity
In those times of corrections, the voice of God may bring discipline    
How do you tell the difference between God’s corrective discipline and the enemy’s discouragement?

Here’s the key: Satan brings judgment and condemnation; 

God comes with conviction, restoration and a way forward.
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Satan says:

: You’ve sinned just too many times for God to forgive you .

: You are weak and hopeless.

: That sin was the last straw. God is against you now.

: It won’t do any good to apologize or ask for God’s forgiveness this time
He tempts us with rationalizing, excuses, and lies that prevent us from dealing with the original sin.  

We fall for it so easily, usually because we don’t want to deal with the sin in the first place. 

He keeps us trapped in hurt feelings, shame, embarrassment, pride, anger and self-justification. 
He nurses our pain, licks our wounds and whispers that we should stay 
away from God and avoid fellowship with other Christians 
especially stay away from such and such 

 God does exactly the opposite.  

He does not minimize or dismiss our sin,       

rather He reminds us that our sin is covered over with the precious blood of Christ
If we confess our sin and repent we can be set free.  
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The voice of God shows us a way out and gives us the strength to do the hard work of making amends.

The Spirit says:

: Yes …What you did was wrong.

: When confessed.. I will forgive you

: Here is what you need to do to correct the situation or make it right.

: I will help you take the right next steps.

: Don’t deny your sin. Confess it and receive forgiveness.

Focus on what the voice is instructing you do do 

This helps us greatly to identify who is speaking. 

Recognizing the voice of God will take lots of practice 

The next time you hear a whisper or receive a projected through

ask yourself,   
Is this keeping in line with the scriptures?                                                                                                                

Is this keeping me trapped and away from God or is it moving me  closer toward God, his forgiveness and my restoration?”    
The answer to that question, will lead us to discern exactly who it is that is speaking!

 Take Action!

1 Identify the Lies
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Write down a list of the things that are running through your head today. 

Once you have the list, read through them.
Circle the things that are the Holy Spirit speaking and put a line through anything that it is a lie from Satan.

If God is asking you do something, do it as soon as possible
Delayed obedience is still disobedience 

 If Satan is lying to you, take some time today to take those lies prisoners, captive

 Take them to God in prayer and ask Him to show you the truth.

2 Take action   Let Go of Shame

Spend some time in focused prayer and ask God to show you any hurt or shame, any unconfessed sin that you have not brought to Him.
Or possibly brought to him before at some other time

 but it has returned,
 In some past  moment of weakness you have allowed it back in
 Ask Him to show you any thoughts, ideas or attitudes that you have about yourself or others that are rooted in lies. 
By way of example I once heard of a person who  said to her pastor

“Pastor you had such a wonderful sweet spirit but not now”
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So let me ask you who do you think has been doped 

the person saying this to the pastor or the pastor?

If this individual had taken hold of Ephesians 4:29 NASB

29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
Do you think they would have ever said that?

Probably not
Confess these attitudes and ask God to restore you. 
Read Isaiah 41:9-10.  NIV

9  I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners I called you.

I said, You are my servant, I have chosen you and have not rejected you.

10  So do not fear, for I am with you;    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

 I will strengthen you and help you

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Personalize these scriptures and pray them back to God: 

Father in Heaven, You have chosen me and have not rejected me. 
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Help me not to fear, for You are with me; 
teach me not to be dismayed, for You are my God. 

You will strengthen me and help me; 
You will uphold me with Your righteous right hand. Amen.
Yes we can hear Gods’ voice speaking to us

Please do not entertain any thoughts trying to convince you of the opposite

When discerning God’s voice of course but do not overanalyze

True discernment is a function of the spirit

Analyzing is a function of our brain.

Our redeemed spirits are very qualified to process the things truly  from God

A mental process is not

Trust the Spirit in you

When you think its Gods voice speaking … 
Does it line up with scripture

Then …it probably is
Before we conclude this Hearing God session there is one more point I need to make clearly known
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Anytime we hear from God, we are going to run into difficulty completing or finishing what God has instructed us to do.
 Matthew 13:19NIV 
19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path.
Or Mark 4:15 NIV
15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.

Let’s begin by imagining that Pastor Mac has heard from God and is about to set some things in motion to accomplish what he heard 

Our adversary the devil our enemy and his coworkers,
 are not going to sit back and say, to  other demonic coworkers  “Oh, man! Mac just got direction from God! 

There is nothing we can do.”

Instead, in most cases our enemies will try everything they can to make

 the exact opposite take place, 

Rather saying things like, “Mac got direction from God. 

Let’s try to convince Mac, let’s project thoughts of doubt into his mind  

that he really didn’t hear from God. 
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Let’s do everything we can to convince him he heard the opposite!”

This is exactly what happened with Joseph and his brothers in Genesis 37.

 Joseph was given a dream from God, and you can almost hear the enemy’s response to it: 

“Joseph’s got a dream from God. 

His brothers are going to bow down to him. 

He is going to become a ruler over his people and rescue them from the  famine 
We must do something … anything… we must kill him

As you know one of the brothers refused the killing part

So the demonic realm needs to come up with a second plan

 This time they decide to sell Joseph into slavery! 
Thinking slavery will surely prevent Joseph from fulfilling God’s plans

Satan tells his Demons “ you go move upon his brothers. 

You start projecting that type of thought process.

 I’ll go and prepare the slave buyers getting them to come along the trade route that is nearest them

The brothers will cast Joseph into a pit, and when the slave buyers come along,
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We will project thoughts of selling Joseph into slavery. 

This will work, let’s go and get busy on this one hurt we do not have much time
Joseph will be so discouraged in slavery that he won’t have any faith to

 believe what God has really said

We can prevent this from happening! 

This is the way we will destroy God’s plan!”

Our enemy will attempt to destroy our faith once we have heard God’s 

voice.

 But if we cling to God and purpose in our hearts to see what God sees 

and to receive direction from Him, 

we will not be shaken when hard, difficult times come. 

We may not understand the big picture at that time 

But we will understand what the enemy is up to

 By pressing through all thoughts of doubt, we will see victory
 These decisions rest upon each one of us 

We must press through to achieve that which God destined, designed purposed and called us to do.

The words of God,  both his written Logos and his spoken Rhema are extremely important 
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Matthew 4:4 NIV reads

Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"

We spend most of our lives working earning an income, organizing our lives, arranging our living conditions, securing our safety, seeking enjoyable experiences, planning for retirement 

While the truth remains our greatest source of life and all its pleasures and benefits is found only in our relationship and fellowship with God.

This is why embracing his presence in us and seeking his voice should be our number 1 preoccupation in our daily activities.

Put the pursuit of God’s presence, hearing and obeying his voice at the center of our lives

