Presence Workshop 5 

Hearing

Pg 1

God is not silent, it his nature to speak

We must never make the common mistake of thinking that hearing God’s voice is the same as hearing it .

There is hearing and then there is hearing!
Many hear what is being said but do not really hear what is said
 President Franklin D. Roosevelt was getting  tired of smiling that big smile and saying the usual things at all those White House receptions. 
So, one evening he decided to find out whether anybody was truly listening or even paying any attention to what he was saying. 
As each person came up to him with extended hand, 
Roosevelt  flashed that big smile and said, "I murdered my grandmother this morning  and I am sorry."
 People would automatically respond with comments such as "How lovely!" or "Just continue on with your great work!" 
Not a single person actually listened to what he was saying, 
except one foreign diplomat near the end of the line. 
When the president said, "I murdered my grandmother last night and I am sorry,"
 The diplomat responded softly, "I'm sure she had it coming." 

Pg 2
Just as there is hearing and then there is hearing 

There is listening and them there is listening

Simply having the ability to hear doesn't guarantee an accurate reception or understanding of a message. 
Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." (Luke 8:8 NIV) 

One of the things that really makes our hearing difficult is how we believe.

Do you believe that God speaks to his children today October 2016?

Do we believe God will speak to us  in this session?
 John 1:1 NIV: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God
Matthew 4:4 NIV 
Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
In the New Testament there are two words for “word”

There is logos referring to the written word 

and there is Rhema referring to a spoken word for a particular moment 

It is our God desires to speak through and use both

Have you ever been reading the scriptures 
Pg 3

when all of a sudden a verse or two seem to come alive, 
or as we say jump off the page to you
A light bulb seems to have been turned on

We say “ I have read that verse a thousand times and never saw it that way before”

That’s called receiving a revelation, or receiving a deeper meaning of something we have heard or read prior.

When God speaks through logos, the written word, usually we have no problem with hearing logos or hearing what is written
Our problem lies in hearing the Rhema word of God
Rhema is usually that still small voice, we hear deep inside

But it can be much louder at times as in Psalm 29:5

AMP “The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon” 
In this example this would be the Lords audible voice, 

Usually we do not hear  the audible voice of God 

But please do not reject his audible voice to us 

Throughout the scriptures there is ample evidence that God

Guides, instructs, corrects, inspires, encourages, reveals and much more
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Contrary to what others believe, our God has always been vocal and he always will.

Skeptics scoff at Christians who think they can actually hear from God.

An actor once said” it does not bother him at all when people say they talk to God, what really worries or bothers him is  when others claim God talks to them 

Someone once said “why is it when we talk to God, It’s called praying, and is totally acceptable but when God talks to us we are called schizophrenic?

I will introduce on these here and I will develop them in the next session

1: The first step in hearing God speaking to us is… 
we must believe that he still speaks today

This is extremely important, 

we need to be convinced of this fact in order to press through the frustrations and rough roads on the way to developing our spiritual hearing .

Low expectations on our side will undermine our efforts in learning to hear God.

Believing that God still speaks today is a prerequisite to hearing from God.

Faith will open the doors of our hearing.

Madeline & I occasionally come across well-meaning missionaries 
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That do not believe that God speaks or heals or performs miracles today .

As a result these missionaries have said to us “we have never seen any one healed or even any miracles in our ministry 

No faith no miracles 

Hearing God speak is directly linked to how you believe

If you do not believe he speaks you will usually never hear him speak

If you believe that God speaks today in this 21st century… guess what 

You will hear him speak

2: The second step is believing that God wants to speak with you.

There are many voices that speak to us  in our world.

Some we can identify easily while others are more difficult to identify.

We will discuss this later 

3: the third step is for us to have a desire to hear the voice of the living God,

We must want to hear his voice

The ability to hear God is not a matter of some magical technique

It’s partly a simple matter of desire
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Palm 42: 1-2  “As the deer longs, or desires for streams of water, so I long for you, oh God, I thirst for the living God
Do you thirst for the living God?

God has designed us with spiritual thirst for a reason.

Thirst is one of the issues in life that drives us closer to God

John 7:37  NIV
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.
Anyone who is thirsty… anyone

That’s who is qualified to come to Jesus

Out thirst will drive us to Him for salvation, for deliverance, for provision, for protection, for fulfillment, and many others
Actually for most anything that we are in need of.

When Jesus shouted out these words to the crowd in Jerusalem

He was teaching that our spiritual thirst coupled together with our faith would give us access to a spiritual gushing river of water 

This water that Jesus was referring to is the Holy Spirit 

Those who drink of him will be satisfied.

Isaiah 55:1 says the same
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Matthew 5:6 NIV  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,    for they will be filled
Its very clear to us that God is interested in our desire and he uses our desire  to draw us unto himself.

We long for fulfillment, for the shalom, the peace of the Kingdom in our life’s struggles.

How thirsty are you?
How relentlessly are you pursuing God,

What if God said that our  relationship with him depended on our thirst.

Our ability to know him, experience his presence, hear his voice

Is partly defined by the intensity of our longing, our thirst
Repeating …Our ability to know him, experience his presence, hear his voice

Is partly defined by the intensity of our longing for more of him
If you are thirsty, allow that thirst, that longing drive you deeper into our God.

Never give up… God will reward those who earnestly seek him

 John 7:38 NIV 

 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them."
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Did you notice many rivers not just 1 river

May rivers of living water flow freely through each one of  us 
Some  of the voices  that we hear are encouraging and build us up, 
while others are more critical and tear us down. 

Jesus understands exactly how confused and frustrated we can become.

So he gave us the illustration about sheep and shepherds in John 10:27

27NKJV My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me
Please understand being called one of Gods sheep in far from being a compliment

We are around sheep every day in Sudan and sheep are the stupidest farm animal we have around. Really sheep need a shepherd in order to survive 
So when God calls us sheep, he has a lot of patience in order  to work with us

Sheep eventually learn over time to recognize the voice of their shepherd.

Even when in the barnyard surrounded by a multitude of other voices

Older sheep, mature sheep  will follow one single distinctive voice.

The other voices around them are just noise in their ears.

They are tuned into the shepherd’s voice.
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Now the sheep did not recognize the shepherd’s voice immediately 

They went through the process of learning, developing their hearing to hear his voice 

And it’s the same with us today.

Today God has not changed he is a communicator and is calling each one of us to come deeper into His presence with trained listening ears

Surveys have been done that indicate most Christians invest very little time in in reading or memorizing our life giving scriptures

And even less time asking God what does he have to say.

Why do we keep our distance from His voice?

I am sure there are many reasons

 Isaiah 55:3a says AMP
“Incline your ear [to listen] and come to Me; Hear, so that your soul may live;
Another translation of this same verse reads “Come to me with your ears wide open. Listen and you will find life”

While our business tends to prevent us from hearing 

Coming to God with open ears infuses life back into us

In this era in which the Holy Spirit inhabits all believers

God has  not left us alone to figure things out with our understanding.
                                                                                                                  Pg 10
God has not left us to wonder what we should do next

He will make his plans well known to us in every situation                                                                                                                 

We do not need to spiritually walk around in circles blindly
Although many believers do

God has made himself findable 

The King of Kings is still among us today teaching, healing, and leading us deeper and deeper  into his presence

The time of God’s presence is at hand, he wants to interact with us
Matthew 5:13 NIV
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
You are Salt and Light
you are the salt of the earth

Repeat it together out loud … I am the salt of the earth.

On a scale of 1-10 …How salty do you think you might be?
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You are the light of the world

Repeat it in unison out loud  … I am the light of the world

Try answering this question 

On a scale between 1-10

How effective do you think you are at shining your light before others, in order that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven
Are you connected to the presence of God that is in you? 

As salt and light would you be able to hear God speaking to you?

Asking you to do or perform a specific task in your environment.

In one session we will talk about being environment changers 

My thinking is this 

when Jesus as the light of the world showed up in scripture, the situation or the atmosphere or the environment around him changed things

Now today we are salt &  light,   Christ is in each one of us
Back to my question: 

Are  we currently able to hear God speaking to us about doing or performing a good deed in our environment , 
in your  atmosphere that would lead to bringing glory to God?
          Pg 12
Yes or NO

Now allow me let me give you an example

Over the course of preparing these lessons

I send some of these lessons to my son for his input

He is trying hard to fallow God, to be obedient and to hear his voice                                                                                                                         

On Sunday Aug 14, He was sitting quietly at home praying

When he sensed by that still small voice speaking inside that there was someone in great need of food here in the Red Deer area.

Next Jason began thinking that God wanted him to get some money to them to in order to buy food 
Next he began thinking “But How could I ever find them?

Immediately he thought about some social media site  that covers the Red Deer Area                                                                                               

He went to his computer found the site and typed in the words

If there is anyone out there who is hungry, if so  text me at this number.

He waited on God for just a few moments then a text came in

It read “I am”

The answer did not come back  I am hungry or I am in need of…….it came back only “I am”
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Jason texted back to the number, got an address and immediately drove to it Pg 12

 Once at the address he knocked at the door 

A young man inside opened the door saying 

Is this some kind of joke? because if it is then it’s not funny I am hungry.

At that Jason reached into his pocket withdrew 

$200 dollars and handed it to the hungry man.

He started to cry and thanked Jason

To which he replied may God continue to bless you.

Then he drove away.                                         

Did you catch the main point

It was I am who prompted Jason to place the ad 

and it was I am who answered the ad

So if that was you …do you think it was God asking?

How was Jason able to demonstrate his saltiness and light. 

By sitting quietly in God’s presence and listening for his voice

Then responding in faith to what was being instructed

Another problem we all struggle with is questioning what we hear.

We will not receive a word from God will go uncontested by Satan.
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Repeat : We will not receive a word from God will go uncontested by Satan
in Matthew 3: 13-17 

when Jesus was being baptized and he heard his Fathers voice from heaven proclaiming “This is my dearly loved son” 

Next after baptism Jesus was immediately led by the Spirit into the wilderness where among other things …he was tempted.    

We often see this encounter between Jesus and Satan as a threefold temptation

Remember turn stones into bread, jumping off the temple and false worship.

There is also recorded here an even greater temptation 

When Satan said “if you are the Son of God…”

Those words were a calculated strike against the identity that had just been declared to Jesus by his heavenly FATHER

“This is my beloved son”

God said Jesus was his son: our adversary responded “OH really”

This is an alarming accurate example of the greatest lies we will ever hear. 

If you really are 
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Our enemy has 2 main subtle weapons that are very effective preventing us to hear correctly

1: Satan attacks our identity in Christ  “Who do you think you are?”

So write down who you think you are 

I will give you a minute or two

Now let’s look at this list

Did any of you write things like  I am a father or mother with such and such  children, I am a husband or wife , or teacher, oilfield worker, EMT or some other profession

Or did any one write I am a child of God, Iam the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, I am an overcomer in this life, I am the head and not the tail, I am a believer , I am divinely created , I am a new creation
Now look at your list 

How do you see yourself 

as God sees you or something different

Do you see yourself as spirit first, then soul and then body or the reverse Body first then soul and then spirit 

The latter must be corrected

2: Satan projects negative thoughts into our ears that question what God has told us or what the scriptures say 
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This is the very reason we discover ourselves in a wilderness of contradiction 

almost every time we have learned some new spiritual truth 
circumstances around us try  to convince us that we are hopelessly earthbound.

Have you read in Luke 10:19 that you have authority over any and all powers of our enemy.

Greater is he in you than he that is in the world

Bill Gathered in one of his books in the Basic Youth Conflicts Series                                                                                                              

wrote about a Canada goose who thought he was a chicken 

Explain …..

Our response to the Rema words from the Holy Spirit and the logos words in the bible must be like Christ

Cling, hold on tight to what God has said,  His voice is truth

Any agreement with the father of all lies is evidence that you have been duped 

In our walk of faith appearances can be deceiving.

There is an unseen world hidden behind the veil of our surroundings.

Our life will only make sense in the context of both the seen and the unseen worlds.

We must never make life’s decisions  based only on the visible. 
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Learn to hear the holy spirit’s voice 
apart from what you see and apart from your current level of experience.

Please understand that we have a limited view and we must learn to see beyond the physical

George Washington Carver began each day with an earnest prayer asking God to reveal to him the secrets of the peanut.

Daily Carver worked at refining his spiritual hearing

Why?  
 So that George might one day place more food in the bellies of the hungry, 

more clothing on the backs of the naked

and better shelter over the heads of the homeless.

Mr. Carver believed that unless God drew back the curtain or veil on the mysteries of his creation

 these mysteries would never be revealed.

God honored Carvers request by revealing to him over the following years more than 300 uses for peanuts, 

more than a 100 uses for soybeans and pecans 

Carvers prayer and his ability to hear God speaking changed the face of farming in southern United States.
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Today peanuts are one of the main crops crown in South Sudan and many , many other African countries 

Carvers dream was fulfilled… today peanuts are the number 1 source of protein for millions of people in Africa.  

All because of 1 man desiring God to speak to him and unlock some of the mysteries of creation   

Colossians 1: 26-27 our theme verses reveal to us that God has secrets, mysteries.

God is eager and willing to share these mysteries and secrets with his children  

We are informed here in Colossians 1: 26 -27 that this much desired voice of God   

Is no longer …out there… in the heavenly somewhere

 it’s now in here 

As Gods children become the carriers of divine mysteries 

As carriers of divine mysteries.. God now wants us to become revealers of them also   

The secrets, the mysteries of God are revealed through his children.

Especially when we maintain a vibrant, dynamic, intimate relationship with his spirit

If it is no longer we who live but Christ who lives in us  
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According to Galatians 2:20    

Then it is also Christ who speaks in us and at times through us

Connect the following dots

God has made himself manifest in Christ, 
Christ is made himself manifest in us

We may choose to shrink back from such an awesome role, but we do so at great cost

This world of ours desperately needs Jesus and His voice

Our world can only receive them through each one of us                                                                                  

Remember Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams. 

God gave Joseph insight on Egypt’s upcoming drought and famine.

Today God has not changed 

he  still gives his children spiritual keys to solve pressing problems in the world.

God longs to reveal to our world his goodness.
Genesis 18:14 KJV
14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.
Our God is the God of all answers.
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No problem exists for which God does not already have the answer or the solution

What would happen if every Christian teacher, every Christian politician, every Christian voice in media

every believer in every arena of society.
Began asking God for his divine solutions to our human problems

What creativity would fill the body of Christ?
What ideas would suddenly come to us in the middle of the night?
What blessings would God give us to offer to the world?
We have no reason not to ask

So what is preventing you from asking?
Look at the Jewish nation, many of today’s modern advancements in medicine and technology  have come through the Jews.

See Jews attached

The Jews make up only ¼ of 1 % …..     .25 % of the world’s population

Yet 178 Jews have received the Nobel Peace prize or 23% of  the total number of worldwide recipients

 Gods children should be the most creative, ingenious people on the planet

Simply because we are the children of the God with all solutions

Pg 21 

This is one of our main reasons to develop our hearing of the voice of God
So that we can show the world our fathers love and goodness 

thereby advancing  His kingdom on earth
God will lift his people into positions to bless others

If we would only ask him what is on his heart.

Share email  sent on Sept 22 from timothy

 informing us that our staff of teachers now living in the refugee camp want to build a worship center and a school .

They have begun the process of getting the approval of land

Recently the land has been given to them

Now what

So how should we respond?

Our prayer that morning was “God is this in your heart for Madeline & myself to get involved in this church/school project
Lord we have been thinking all along that you were calling us in Feb to build a nursery school in South Sudan 

But now …. Lord are you thinking in your heart that you are wanting us to build a church/school in the refugee camp instead or both?” 
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Is it our desire, your desire, my desire to be used by God as a conduit of revelation and blessing to the lost world around us?

If the answer is yes…
Would you agree with me that we need to develop our spiritual ears to hear?
